A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
Canal shares, and no effective protest came from France	on
the contrary, there was a certain amount of support in the
cosmopolitan financial world which was now becoming so
important hi Paris,
Five years later, the Egyptian debt, to the enormous amount
of seventy-five millions, having given a pretext for European
intervention in that country, England with the support of
Bismarck intervened—and the French did not. Bismarck had
already indirectly supported England in her interference between
Russia and Turkey, when the former Power was on the point of
occupying Constantinople after a successful war in 1877-78. The
genius of Bismarck was never better seen than when, in the
settlement of that affair, he managed to remain firm friends with
the Russians (Russia and Prussia were bound together by their
common interest in the destruction of Poland) and yet helped
England to maintain the Turkish Empire and to prevent the
Russian appearing at the all-important point of Constantinople.
Bismarck further saw that by supporting English interference
in Egypt he could long prevent any arrangements between
England and France to the detriment of the new Prussian-
German Empire. He also saw that so long as he did not build
a fleet England would be content to have Prussia supreme upon
the continent of Europe.
In foreign affairs, then, at the end of the fifteen years 1870-
1885 England held Egypt and therefore the Suez Canal, which
was the new and quick route to India. Having acquired Cyprus
during the negotiations between Russia and Turkey, already
possessing Malta and Gibraltar, England had mastered the
gates of the Mediterranean Sea. By a chain of posts, supported
by the invincible English Navy from its home waters in the far
north-west of Europe, England held all the roads to Ask—and
there she had as yet no rival at all. On only one point was
England faced with a vulnerable land frontier which her invin-
cible Navy could not defend; but this was the wide, tangled
mass of mountains to the north-west of India which it would
be a long and difficult task for an invader to cross.
The New World* During the previous period the English
colonies had grown from insignificance to something approaching
nationhood; they were still colonies and treated as such, their
affairs mainly determined by the Mother Country, but they were
increasing very rapidly. In the fifteen years Australia nearly
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